Council on Postsecondary Education
Committee on Equal Opportunities
October 21, 2002

Kentucky State University
Updated Status Report: Teacher Education Program

At the April 15, 2002, CEO meeting, the Education Professiona Standards Board reported that
the Kentucky State University institutional pass rate on the 2001 PRAXIS was 36 percent. At
the June 26, 2002, CEO meeting, Kentucky State University officials reported that some of its
students repeated the PRAXIS exam and the institutional pass rate, as recalculated, is higher than
the 36 percent reported at the April CEO meeting. The committee was complimentary of the
report, but requested that KSU officials give an update regarding specific strategies that would
be implemented to help students increase their test scores on future PRAXIS exams.

Due to poor performance of graduates, two teacher education programs -- elementary education
and physical education -- have been given emergency review status by the Education
Professional Standards Board. An emergency review of the two programs was held June 5,
2002.

The review committee report and the KSU response were presented to the EPSB at its September
meeting. The EPSB accepted KSU’ s plan of action and directed its chair to send aletter to the
KSU president stating that the EPSB is requiring that the elementary education and physical
education certification programs have pass rates at or above 50 percent as reported in the 2001-
02 Title 1l Report. (Thiswould move the programs into Phase One of the review process; a 70
percent or better pass rate would remove the programs from the emergency review process.)
Failure to achieve at least 50 percent pass rates would necessitate EPSB action pursuant to KRS
161.028(1)(e) and 16 KAR 5:010, Section 19. This means that the KSU programs for training
elementary and physical education teachers could lose their EPSB accreditation.

KSU officials have agreed to work with the staff of the EPSB to identify best practices that may
be implemented to improve student preparation and performance.

The Legidlative Research Commission Program Review and Investigations Committee, as part of
alarger study of postsecondary education governance, met September 12, 2002. The

committee’ s study of postsecondary education governance uses KSU as a case study of the
broader powers and responsibilities of the Council on Postsecondary Education versus the
powers and duties of institutional boards of regents and trustees. During the September 12
meeting, members of the committee criticized the performance of KSU’ s graduates on the
PRAXIS exam.




In response to the criticisms of the teacher preparation programs by the CEO, the CPE, the
EPSB, and others, KSU has asked an internal teacher education committee to study issues related
to curriculum, operations, student support, technology, PRAXIS 11, and communications.
Recommendations for improvements are to be reported to the interim KSU president by
December 6, 2002. (KSU provided a summary table to highlight the total number of students,
graduates, and exam completers from fall 2000 through fall 2002. See attachment.)

Members of the KSU faculty and staff attended the June 28 conference co-sponsored by the
council and the Education Professional Standards Board to address Title 11 issues, best practices,
and PRAXISfairnessissues. A KSU representative will provide additional information and
respond to questions at the October 21 meeting.

Staff preparation by Rana Johnson
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L WHAT SPECIFIC COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVES WERE INITIATED WITH
UK OR U OF L TO STRENGTHEN THE KSU PROGRAM AND ARE THESE
PROGRAMS STILL IN PLACE? WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THESE
PROGRAMS?

Kentucky State University admits that relatively little activity took place with the University
of Kentucky and the University of Louisville. However, representatives of KSU, U of L,
and UK did meet on November 10, 2000 to begin discussions on how to help students
perform better on the PRAXIS examination

As reported in the CEO’s June 21, 2001 Status Report on the Partnership Agreement, “KSU
has chosen to work with the University of Kentucky to strengthen academic programs
including the teacher education program. The University of Kentucky Academic Services
Teacher Certification Program has provided a model to KSU to help students perform better
on the PRAXIS II test.” The model provided by UK formed the basis for the development
of/assisted in the improvement of Kentucky State University’s plan for teacher education
improvement, which is attached. "

Most of the changes that have taken place were the result of collaboration between KSU,
EPSB, and ETS, including efforts to assist students in the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 cohort
of test takers on successive attempts in passing the PRAXIS II. Updated data shows
KSU’s PRAXIS II pass rate moving from 56% and 36% for the 2000 and 2001 cohorts on
their first attempt, to 72% and 58%, respectively, with successive testing.

In addition to assisting past graduates in their efforts to pass the PRAXIS II, KSU has
implemented the phase of our plan that requires students to pass the PRAXIS II exam before
they can begin their student teaching. This will ensure a PRAXIS II pass rate of 100%. At
the same time, KSU is taking steps to insure that the new requirements for passing the
PRAXIS II prior to beginning student teaching will not reduce the number of minority
teachers graduated by the University.

KSU’s Minority Teacher Bridge Program, begun in 1999 and sponsored by the Division of
Education and Human Resources, is designed to increase the recruitment and retention of
high achieving minority Kentucky State University students to the pre-service Teacher
Education Program. This five week summer workshop, with four follow up sessions during
the academic year, provides academic support for students who meet certain criteria. The
specific objectives of the program are as follows:

» Expand the pool of potential minority students entering and successfully completing
the Kentucky State University Teacher Education Program through extensive
summer enrichment and support services.

> Identify, select, and recruit high achieving, KSU minority students for enrollment in
the Teacher Education Program.

» Increase the number of minority KSU students who consider pursuing a degree in

education.
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> Strengthen the academic skills of participants, particularly in reading, writing,
mathematics, and technology.

» Provide assistance and support to participants who enroll in the KSU Teacher
Education Program.

> Provide assistance and support to participants in securing a teaching position upon
graduation and certification.

> Prepare a cadre of teachers, counselors, and administrators to work collaboratively

with Kentucky State University Teacher Education faculty in the preparation of pre-

service teachers.

Develop a means of communicating activities and results to external groups through

presentations at professional meetings and publications.

Establish a valid evaluation system of the project activities to provide a common

framework for data collection on program effectiveness.

Y

This Program is funded by the Kentucky Department of Education. Participants are chosen
after application evaluation and a brief interview of KSU minority students who express a
desire to make a contribution to thé lives of children by considering teaching as a profession.

IL. WHICH STRATEGIES INCLUDED IN THE MATRIX HAVE BEEN
IMPLEMENTED, HOW WILL THEIR IMPACT BE EVALUATED, AND WHEN
WILL THE FIRST EVALUATION TAKE PLACE? PROVIDE COPIES OF THE
EVALUATION INSTRUMENT.

The attached matrix outlines the strategies that KSU has, and will, follow to improve its
teacher education program and PRAXIS II pass rate. The benchmark and measurement for
each activity/strategy is stated on the matrix under those respective titles. Each
activity/strategy has an individual means of measurement and timeline for evaluation. KSU
can generally state that we have met the benchmarks for all the activities/strategies for
education budget support, and are on target for all program and curricula support, student
suppott, and faculty support.

IIL. WHAT IS THE RESULT OF THE MOST RECENT EVALUATION OF THE
TEACHER EDUCAITON PROGRAM PERFORMED BY THE KENTUCKY
EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD? DID THE UNIVERSITY
AGREE WITH THE FINDINGS? (IF NOT, PLEASE PROVIDE A COPY OF THE
UNIVERSITY’S REJOINDER STATEMENT).

See attached rejoinder.

IV.  WHAT ARE THE PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF THE PRAXIS FOR THE MOST
RECENT COHORT OF TEST TAKERS SEPTEMBER 2001—AUGUST 30, 2002?
WAS THERE SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN STUDENT PERFORMANCE?

Preliminary results for the 2001-2002 cohort of students who took the PRAXIS II for the
first time show a pass rate of 58%. 73% of the students passed all or part of the exam.

oy
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(Students who partially pass the exam usually completely pass it on the second attempt.)
This is a 22 point improvement in one year.

V. DESCRIBE  SPECIFIC PROGRAMS PROVIDED FOR  FACULTY
DEVELOMENT, TRAINING, AND COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS AMONG ALL
FACULTY MEMBERS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRAINING TEACHERS. HOW
HAS THE PROGRAMS IMPACTED THE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM
AND STUDENT PERFORMANCE?

The attached matrix provides reference to specific programs for faculty development.
Generally, KSU has made the following major changes to improve the PRAXIS II scores
and its teacher education program:

Administrative and Procedural Changes

1. KSU’s Teacher Education Committee (TEC) completely revised the Education Curriculum to
meet Kentucky’s nine new Teacher Standards for Preparation and Certification. Two KSU
standards on disposition and diversity were added.

2. TEC has aligned the education program courses with relevant PRAXIS II exams in most
certification areas including elementary education and will complete the remaining areas before
November.

3. TEC tightened and enforced standards for admission to the Teacher Education Program. No
exceptions have been made since August 1999.

4. Initiated a comprehensive database in the Education Program to maintain student data and
monitor their progress. Data has been collected by a Data Records Manager and will be
available to all education faculty advisors.

5. Created a two-credit, two consecutive semester course on PRAXIS II to prepare and
familiarize students with the exam format and address topics in student’s content area. This
course will be scheduled in Spring 2003 upon approval by EPSB.

6. Directed Action Agenda Funds granted through the Council on Post Secondary Education to
expand test taking skill development workshops for students preparing to take national and
professional certification exams. Test taking preparation activities are now coordinated through
the Office of Testing.

7. Instituted a policy which mandates that all students must pass PRAXIS II before they can do
student teaching.

Student Resource Additions

1. Created a PRAXIS I Review and Tutorial Website
(www.kysu.edu/prostudies/praxis/praxiswebsite.hyml)

- )
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where students can prepare to take PRAXIS exams. The Website is open to all education majors.
2. Established an Education Program Computer Laboratory with new computer hardware and

software in the EXUM building for education faculty to conduct classes and students to complete
assignments.

3. Hired a Computer Laboratory Manager to maintain the Education lab and provide assistance
to education students in navigating educational software.

4. Provided a direct link to support programs at the University for underachieving education

students including: Peers Empowering Peers (PEP), First year Experience (FYE), and the
Communication Skills Center (CSC).

Faculty and Student Training Activities

1. Created the Center for Innovation, Teaching, Learning, and Assessment (CITLA) which
conducts workshops for improving pedagogy throughout the academic year

2. Conducted an intensive 3-day workshop for 53 former education students and 21 faculty in
June 4,5,6 2002.

3. Conducted a Faculty Workshop in assessment and test creation modeled in accordance with
PRAXIS test question format on August 16, 2002.

4. Signed a contract with Dr. Hatch, a national exam preparation expert, to conduct two, 3-day
workshops in September, 2002 as preparation for students to take the PRAXIS exam the Fall,
2002 Semester. Dr. Hatch provides a warranty that all students attending and completing the
workshop will pass.

Accountability and Reporting Activities

1. Hosted an EPSB Board of Examiners campus team visit on June 5, 2002.
2. Submitted a rejoinder in response to the EPSB team’s report August 5, 2002.

3. In November 2002, the TEC will submit a revised Education Program for approval by EPSB.
Given the major changes initiated by the program faculty over the last year, the resulting

program must be approved before it can be offered.

4. An Education Program Self-Study committee has been formed in preparation for NCATE
campus visit in March, 2005

28
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Recommendation: Accept KSU's plan of action. Request that the EPSB Chair send a letter to
the KSU Interim President stating that the EPSB requires that the elementary education and
physical education certification programs have pass rates at or above 50 percent as reported in
the 2001-02 Title Il Report. (This will move the programs into Phase One of the review process;
a 70 percent or better pass rate will remove the programs from the emergency review process.)
Failure to achieve at least 50 percent pass rates will necessitate EPSB action pursuant to KRS

161.028(1)(e) and 16 KAR 5-:010, Section 9.
»%L/QZ

Executive Director

Date:

September 2002
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Emergency Review of Certification Programs
Kentucky State University (KSU)
Elementary Education and Physical Education

June 5, 2002
INTRODUCTION

At its May 20, 2002 meeting, the Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) approved the
Procedure for Emergency Review of Certification Programs. The board immediately directed
staff to conduct an on-site review of Kentucky State University (KSU) as a result of the below 50
percent PRAXIS II pass rate of students enrolled in elementary education and physical education
certification programs during the 2000-2001 school year as reported by the Title I Report. The
purpose of the review was to ascertain what the institution was doing to ensure improvement of
assessment results and to recommend additional corrective action, if applicable. The review was
conducted by Lynn Fitzgerald, Brenda McGown, and Ann Walls representing Board of
Examiners (BOE) and Wendell Cave and Marilyn Troupe representing the EPSB.

The emergency review for KSU’s elementary education and physical education programs were
held on June 5, 2002. The spring semester had ended, and there were no classes in session. There
were faculty, staff, and students on campus who had been attending the PRAXIS Preparation
Workshop sponsored by the university, and this was their last day. The BOE interviewed all
members in attendance and university administrators. Because the local P-12 schools were either
not in session or involved with end of year tests, the BOE were not able to interview teachers.
KSU provided names of teachers and a principal to contact by telephone. The BOE did interview
one central office administrator.

QUESTIONS/CONCERNS/RECOMMENDATIONS

a) Why is/are the PRAXIS (or state) pass rate(s) so low? (NCATE Standard I)

+ Many students took large portions of professional education courses prtor to achieving an
ACT of 21 and being formally admitted to the Teacher Education Program (TEP).

¢ Most of the students in this assessed cohort entered Kentucky State University with an
ACT score less than 21.

e There is an inconsistent application of standards for admission to the TEP.

¢ Student preparation may have gaps because the alignment of curriculum with PRAXIS
and Kentucky New Teacher Standards is not complete.

« Students who are planning to teach out of state have little incentive for successfully
completing PRAXIS.

¢ Limited basic skills inhibit student completion of test items in the allotted time.

Concerns
The program staff identifies the low achievement level at which students enter the university

as a primary factor for the Jow PRAXIS pass rate; yet, when asked how the program
accommodates and supports the immature leamer, few specifics were supplied. The
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curriculum alignment process was discussed but no documents resulting from the process
were shared. The Teacher Education Handbook delineates a multi-step process for admission
to the teacher education program, but many students are presently taking higher-level
education course work without having completed the admissions process.

Recommendations

1. The curriculum alignment process should continue, and the implementation of the
resulting program changes should begin upon approval of the EPSB.

2. The unit should strictly adhere to its standards for admission to the TEP. (See item g.)
No more than four professional education courses should be completed prior to the
admission to the TEP.

3. Due to the “open access” policy of the university, many students are admitted with an
ACT score less than 21. The unit should not admit these students to the TEP without
evidence that they have acquired the basic skills necessary for university level learning.

What commonalities exist among students in this program who have failed the PRAXIS
(or state) assessments? (NCATE Standard 1)

e Many students who fail PRAXIS are not able to complete all the items in the allotted
time.
* No database allowing this type of analysis exists.

Conceras

At the current time only anecdotal information can be used to determine commonalities

among students who do not pass the PRAXIS. There is no formal data analysis process in

place to assess strengths and weaknesses of the program or of the students.

Recommendations

1. The database being created by the unit should be completed and expanded to include all

data necessary to analyze program effectiveness. This will require designing a process
by which students submit their PRAXIS scores to the institution and share their test

profiles with the unit.

2. The above data should be analyzed to determine why the pass rates are below 70%.
Appropriate action should follow.

What is being done to provide remedial help for students who fail the assessments?
(NCATE Standard 1) )

¢ The institution is sponsoring PRAXIS workshops for students who have been
unsuccessful mn the past or who are planning to take the exam in the near future.

" 39 9



* Some professors report providing remedial assistance to their students, but there is no
system in place to provide intentional remediation to those who have not passed
PRAXIS. The students confirm this.

o A PRAXIS related web page has just come on line. This will allow students to enhance
their test taking skills while practicing PRAXIS like items.

* A new computer center dedicated to the unit is now available for instructional use.

Concerns

Remedial assistance appears very piecemeal. Those students who seek assistance recetve it.
Those students who take the initiative to request supplemental PRAXIS materials receive
them. Some faculty members single out students who need remediation and provide
additional experiences for them. Many students are not aware of the various PRAXIS
resources available to them. The unit lacks a system that identifies all students who need
remediation and then designs an individual program, which will enable their future success
on PRAXIS.

Recommendations

1. By fall semester 2002, a comprehensive system for providing intentional remediation to
those students who have failed PRAXIS should be implemented. This could include such
things as a process for immediate student reporting of results to assigned advisor, a
meeting with the advisor to review student strengths and weaknesses as indicated by
PRAXIS scores, the provision of support materials, technological and human resources
that could be used by the student to improve arcas of weakness.

2. A process for improved communication with students should be initiated. Particular
thought needs to be given to communicating with those students whose classes occur
outside Hathaway Hall. Special consideration should be given to non-traditional students
and how to reach those students who live off campus. This could include such things as
creating a list serve of declared education majors for electronic messaging or the
publishing of a unit newsletter.

3. The unit should develop plans for the use of the computer center by students, including
how individual students can access the lab. Students should be provided assistance in
using the facility.

How are students advised regarding their entrance into and successful completion of the
certification programs(s), including their need to pass the PRAXIS (or state)
assessment(s)? (NCATE Standard I)

* An advisor is assigned once education is declared as a major

e Majors meet with education faculty once every semester to discuss requirements for
certification, graduation, and PRAXIS 11

e Education majors must have their advisor’s signature before enrollment can be completed

¢ Introduction to Teaching is the first education course taken by candidates where PRAXIS

1 1s discussed
3
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* Appropnate training has allowed Education faculty to identify course materials that are
pertinent to PRAXIS I
¢ Education faculty are designing tests using a similar format as PRAXIS II

Concerns

There is inconsistency in advising of candidates that is many times dependent on the
candidate’s own initiative. Off campus/non-traditional students are left out of the equation if
they do not have a home computer or fail to see posted announcements. It was stated
numerous times that “open access” is part of the university’s mission. KSU serves the first-
generation college student from a low socioeconomic stratum that possesses insufficient basic
skills to begin college careers. Yet there was no evidence demonstrating that the university is
providing mentoring support to incoming freshmen or education candidates to assist them in
adjusting to the culture of a university campus. In fact, there are education students who are
continuing to pursue certification after as much as five to nine years in the program.

Recommendations

1. Develop a formal communications system that will ensure a consistent and timely flow of
information for commuter and residential students.

2. Assign mentors to declared education students in the major area to ensure their success
and completion of the program. '

How are courses aligned with the PRAXIS (or state) assessments and the Kentucky
Board of Education’s Core Curriculum? (NCATE Standard 1)

e The Elementary Education faculty members have systematically reviewed the curriculum
considering the relationship of courses to the New Teacher Standards, NCATE Themes
and Core Content. The review resulted in the revision of such things as:

o Program requirements (reduction in number of courses — reduction of duplication)
o Course objectives

¢ The revised courses will be processed through and approved by the Teacher Education
Committee this August

¢ Documentation: Notebook containing committee meetings, alignment matrices

¢ We were informed orally that the Physical Education Teacher Preparation Program had
completed a similar review and alignment process

» Documentation: None that demonstrated that a program review and alignment had
occurred. Syllabi were reviewed (01-02), and these did not explicitly document links to
external standards

Concerns

The implementation of revised Elementary Education courses/program cannot begin until
these are approved by both the University’s Teacher Education Committee (TEC) and the
EPSB. Therefore, students will not benefit from these proposed changes for at least another
semester. There is also a concern about the fact that neither the Elementary Education nor
the Physical Education Programs have compléted a matrix, or another PRAXIS content

Yy ql



alignment process, prior to the course rewriting process. Therefore, it is possible that the
evaluation of the PRAXIS content alignment may result in the need for additional course
content revisions and repeated processing through all approval groups on campus and at the
EPSB.

Recommendations

1. Both the Elementary Education and Physical Education Program must develop a matrix
that aligns discipline specific PRAXIS Exam content (as identified in the Test-At- A
Glance (TAG) PRAXIS books) to the courses required of teacher education candidates in
each program. Summer ’02.

2. The matrix data is to be evaluated for the purposc of determining the extent to which the
courses/overall curriculum as designed would prepare students for success on the .
discipline specific PRAXIS Exams. Course content, experiences, and assessments need to °
be revised (where gaps are noted in the matrix) and processed through the TEC and EPSB
(if program changes are required) and implemented as soon as possible.

3. Extend the number of items listed on the, currently used, syllabus congruence checklist to
include such things as: addresses expected PRAXIS content and skill development
objectives, assessment activities, New Teacher Standards, etc.

How are students prepared to take the PRAXIS (or state) assessments? (NCATE
Standards 1 & 2)

¢ Fall 2000 began holding workshops on PRAXIS for education candidates, and there have
been eight workshops :

e PRAXIS workshops are presented collaboratively by education faculty and the Center for
Professional and Career Preparation

* Fall 2001 PRAXIS workshops were mandatory for elementary education majors

e June 2002 PRAXIS workshop attendance was mandatory for education majors and
education faculty

e PRAXIS reviews are presented in individual courses

e Course assessments are designed to reflect the style and format used by Educational
Testing Service .

¢ Test-At-A-Glance booklets are available for candidates during education majors meetings

e PRAXIS website was recently posted and linked to the university’s website and is to be
used as a tutorial and for test preparation

¢ The education computer lab opened June 5, 2002 and includes PRAXIS software

¢ Some faculty use the Communication Service Center to assist education students with
skill deficiencies in reading and writing

e Fall 2002 candidates enrolled in methods courses their junior year and prior to student
teaching will be required to take two one-credit hour PRAXIS II test preparation courses.

Concerns

The Education Department does not have a comprehensive database system that can provide
information for use in monitoring candidate’s performance and managing and improving

) Qan
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programs. Candidates that are most assertive and aggressive in achieving their educational
goals receive the most support. Participants in the PRAXIS Workshop reported that it was
beneficial, but wished it had been held earlier and more frequent. The Education Department
does not have a plan that ensures that students who are experiencing difficulty receive needed
assistance. Communications between candidates and faculty appears to be inconsistent.

Recommendations
1. The unit should develop a plan of assistance to support students preparing for PRAXIS II.

2. A curriculum guide for the newly designed PRAXIS website would be beneficial to
education students and faculty. :

What are the entrance requirements for the certification program(s)? (NCATE
Standards 1 & 2)

e For admission to the TEP, candidates must complete a minimum of 45 semester credit
hours ' )

» File an application for admission to the TEP on official form.

* Submit an autobiographical sketch, at least two pages in length in student’s own
handwriting

* Have an ACT minimum composite score of 21 or competency in reading, language,
spelling, reference skills, and mathematics on the Pre-PRAXIS

* Demonstrate competence in written communication through an impromptu written
response to a question in the applicant’s field of study

* Demonstrate competency in oral communication during an individual personal interview

¢ Eamn accumulative grade-point average of 2.75 or above with a grade of “C” or above in
ENG 101, ENG 102, EDU 221 (Human Growth), CDF 203 and CDF 204 (Child
Development [ and IT) and EDU 294 (Introduction to Teaching)

* Provide three letters of recornmendation (major advisor, instructor and public school
teacher with whom the applicant has had field-based experience)

¢ Obtain clearance from the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs

¢ Submit portfolio initiated in EDU 221 and EDU 294 7

» The TEC makes decisions on admission of individuals to the TEP and hears appeals from
students seeking admission

Concerns

The University has an “open access” policy. Many Education students take the ACT
numerous times in order to achieve the required score of 21. Students have been allowed to
complete some/all of the Professional Education Course requirements other than student

teaching while attempting to meet the ACT requirement.

While a GPA of 2.75 is required for admission into the Teacher Education Program, a GPA
of 2.5 is the requirement for admission to student teaching.

"3 q3
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The Teacher Education Handbook was last revised in 1999 and contains incorrect and/or
conflicting information regarding admission requirements, and procedures.

The University Administration can overturn decistons of the TEC.
Recommendations

1. Revise the Teacher Education Handbook to reflect current requirements and procedures,
and correct the titles from the organizational flow chart.
2. Strctly adhere to the requirements for admission to the TEP.

3. Decisions of the TEC should be final.

How many students have been admitted to the certification program(s) for each of the
last five years, and how many have successfully completed the program(s) for the same
time period? (NCATE Standards 1 & 2)

Documents supplied by the KSU do not provide complete information for this question.

Little information is available prior to 1999. Limited time on campus during this visit did not
permit extensive research. Numerous changes in personnel, procedures, and requirements
during the last five years have contributed to the difficulty in obtaining meaningful data from
which to make compansons.

From charts supplied

# of graduates | # Elem Ed Passed Elem Ed-Passed
B PRAXIS 11 PRAXIS I
12/99 17 12 Not available Not available
12/00 13 7 Not avatlable Not available
05/01 20 9 11 4
12/01 10 6 4 : 3
05/02 20 10 9 4

# of students admitted # Elem Ed
11/01 19 9

Concern

The current system for data collection and analysis 1s inadequate and does not provide
sufficient information regarding numbers of students admitted to the Program, completion
rates, or follow-up information on those who retake the PRAXIS examinations.

Recommendations

1. Steps should be taken to accurately identify and track all students who (1) declare
education as a major, (2) are admitted to the TEP, and (3) complete the program.

"Ly q4



2. All students who have not completed the TEP should be included in this system.

3. This system should also include follow-up information on graduates’ transition to
teaching (certification, KTIP, similar information.)

i) What have been the PRAXIS (or state) scores for program completers for the last five
years if available? (NCATE Standards 1 & 2)

KSU provided pass-rate data for the past four ycars. Its shows that the PRAXIS pass-rates in
elementary education have declined significantly since the 1998-99 cohort. The overall pass
rate in physical education has not been above 50 percent during the past four years (see table

below). ,
H
TESTNAME } !99_'&1938 s 1988-1099 - 18682000 20002004
o  Number} Passed | ¥ Passed ] Numbor | Passed |% Passed] Humboer | Pavsed % Pessedlthunbor iPassed 1% Pas
can e, | 25 18 ez S P a0 85% z 8 w% | 15 5 83%
I, 5 2 40% s 1 1 20% 12 5_ 2% 4 1 25% |
Concern

A pattern of low PRAXIS pass rates for elementary education has existed for two years. The
pattern for physical education has existed for the past five years. In addition, preliminary
data provided by KSU for the 2001-2002 Title 2 Report Card cohort offers little hope for
improvement. To date, that data set lists 18 program completers as taking the tests and seven
passing for an overall pass rate of 39 percent. However, the data does not indicate if the
students passed all the tests in a category, so the overall pass-rate could be lower. That data
also lists eleven as taking the elementary education test and five passing, for a pass-rate of 46
percent. KSU did not provide a breakdown for this cohort for physical education.

Recommendation

EPSB staff should analyze PRAXIS test results for these two program areas following each
testing cycle. The EPSB should be kept informed as to trend changes found as a result of
staff analysis.

i) What field experiences are provided in the program(s)? (NCATE Standard 3)

» Field experiences are integrated into required professional education courses. Some
syllabi include requirements for completing specific field assignments such as
observation, participation, and written reflection as integral components. Many
assignments are related to the development of the candidate’s portfolio, which is
organized around the Kentucky New Teacher Standards. Attendance/participation is
documented by local school personnel and KSU faculty.

us 9s
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o Interviews with public school personnel confirm that current students are expected to
participate in meaningful field experiences and indicate that the quality of such
participation has improved in the last two years.

o Information from current students and graduate students attendmg the PRAXIS
Preparation Workshop indicate that some of their field experiences prior to student
teaching had lacked focus or had provided little meaningful participation. These students
tended to view course requirements (campus classroom work), field work, completion of
portfolio documentation, and the PRAXIS examinations as separate, loosely-connected
activities and not as integrated parts of a seamless preparation program. Since there were
no classes in scssion during the on site-visit, it was impossible to gather much data
regarding field experiences.

Concerns

Other than lists of students participating in field experiences, arranged by course and
instructor, for 2000-2001 and 2001-2002, limited information concerning field experiences
was available.

A system for monitoring each individual’s placements to assure a variety of settings and/or
experiences with diverse student populations was not evidenced by materials provided for the
visit.

Course work, field experiences, portfolio development, and PRAXIS requirements are
perceived as related activities rather than integral parts of a whole.

Recommendations

1. Develop and implement a system for monitoring each candidate’s placements to assure a
variety of settings and experiences with diverse student populations.
A
2. Revise syllabi to insure that all field experiences are clearly connected to course content
and that field experiences provide for meaningful involvement and increased
participation and responsibility, culminating in the student teaching practicum.

3. A matrix showing the relationship(s) between course content, field experiences, the
Kentucky New Teacher Standards, and materials tested on the PRAXIS examinations
would help to insure that candidates have the opportunity to learn and practice essential
knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed to become successful teachers and provide
connections between and among the various components of the teacher preparation
program.

What faculty (e.g., number, qualifications, full-time/part-time) are assigned to the
program(s) and what professional development is provided for them? (NCATE
Standard 5)

e The number of faculty members with terminal degrees, in full-time, tenure track positions

has incrcased for both programs.



Program 1998 2002
Elementary Education | 70of 8 | 8 of 9 (Tech. Person Masters)
Physical Education 1of 6 |2 of4 (will be 3 out of 4 by fall 2002)

Professional Development Activities cited include:

o Participation in state, regional, and or national conferences, meetings, etc.

o Presentations at state, regional, national conferences.
o KSU workshops, ETS training sessions

There was consistency in statements regarding the adequacy of financial support for
faculty members to attend and present at professional meetings and conferences. Fifty

percent funding for attending meetings and 100 percent funding when a faculty member

presents at a conference or meeting.

Concern

Lack of the implementation of a data base to collect information used to drive decision-

making.

Recommendation

To provide professtonal development for all faculty members who deliver courses to
education majors in the area of assessment, data collection and analysis so that data can be

used as the basis for all evaluating aspects of program effectiveness.

) What financial resources support the program(s)? (NCATE Standard 6)

According to financial records provided to the committee by KSU, and those it provided to

the EPSB, the budget for the Department of Education has grown significantly over the past

five fiscal years. The data shows an increase in total budget from $243,375 for FY 1998 to

$668,125 for FY 2002. (Sce table on page 11 provided by the university)

Concern

The Education Department budget has increased significantly over the past five fiscal years,

and at the same time PRAXIS test scores for the two programs reviewed have continued to
remain low or decrease. In addition, the number of people being served by the Education

Department continues to fall.

m) What will be done to improve the PRAXIS (or state) assessment pass rate(s) so that at
least 70 percent of program completers are successful, and what will be the timeframe

within which this will be accomplished? (NCATE Standard 1)

Revised and aligned elementary curriculum
Candidates must past the PRAXIS before student teaching

Offer two PRAXIS workshops per academic year through the Center For Professional

and Career Preparation

Require PRAXIS [ as a program entrance requirement instead of the ACT (pending TEC

approval)

N
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Concerns

The BOE team was given three different possible dates for implementing the requirement
that all students must pass PRAXIS I before they are allowed to do student teaching: Fall
2002, Spring 2003, or Fall 2003. There did not appear to be a coordinated comprehensive
plan with timelines for addressing the unique needs of their students. The Unit does not
appear to be following their Continuous Assessment Plan as approved by the EPSB. The unit
and university faculty do not appear to be engaged in scholarly research methods that would
assist in identifying the predictors of student success.
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INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED

Administrators

Paul Woods, Chair, Education
George Calhoun, Dean, CPS
Ken Eke, Vice President, Academic Affairs

Faculty

Alvin E. Hickey, Education

Egbunam Amadife, Behavioral Science
Barbara Buck, Fine Arts; Music

Tiri Ufomata, Fine Arts/Speech & Communication
Gwendoline Ayuninjam, Education

Jo Sloan, HPER

Tom Greenland, Professor/Psychology
George W. Shields, LLP/Philosophy
John S. Bator, Art Area/Fine Arts
Reginald Nnazar, Education

June P. Robinson, HPER

David Herbert, Education

JoAnne Rainey, Education

Sue Forge, Math & Sciences

Faribo Bigdeli-Jahed, Math & Sciences
Nancy Regan-Waller, Math & Sciences
Roosevelt Shetton, Music Education
Pat Higgins, Education

Staff

Carol Parks, Testing Coordinator
Rebecca R. Buckner, Center for Professional Career Preparation
Lindsay Vannarsdall, Administrative Assistant

Students

Faith B. Clifton, Graduate

Lindsay A. Ruggett, Senior

Nelda R. Hisel, Senior

Kristel Allen, Senior

Amy Harris, Junior

Monet Morgan, Graduate

Jason McGhee, Senior

Janet O. G, Graduate (could not read the last name)
Antionette B. Price, Graduate

Brian Walker, Graduate
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Renardo C. Johnson, Graduate
Dana Flonan, Graduate

Keyana Best, Senior

Kwame A. Holloway, Graduate
Juliana Nwachukwu, Senior
Lacy D. Gaye, junior

Dorothy Eades, Graduate
Jessica, Brown, Graduate
Sharma Ray, Senior

Corrie May, Senior

Greg Hombirg, Senior

Jona R. Nieson, Graduate
Chameka R. Rowe, Graduate
Enic Johnson, Graduate

James Davis, Senior

Chuck Roberts, Graduate
LaKunta Farmer, Graduate
Brandon Pyke, Senior

Kevin Jones, Senior

Demica Cocanougher, Junior
Keushum Willingham, Graduate
Brandon M. Bateman, Graduate
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Kentucky State University

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Office of the President

August 2, 2002

Dr. Susan Leib
Educational Professional Standards Board
1024 Capital Center Drive

- Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Dr. Susan Leib:

On behalf of Kentucky State University, we are pleased to submit to you the University
Rejoinder to the Educational Professional Standards Board’s Emergency Review of Kentucky State
University’s Elementary Education and Physical Education Certification programs. We believe that
the rejoinder fully responds to the review concerns. We also appreciate the willingness of the EPSB
staff to share their expertise with us as we redesign our education programs to bring the highest
quality to our students and assure that our future teachers are prepared to enter Kentucky’s
classrooms.

Although we have included an Appendix to the rejoinder, we will be glad to furnish you with
any additional documentation that you suggest.

We look forward to your response and future collaboration.

Respectfully, % B f
Dr. Paul E. Bibbins, Jr. Dr. E. Terry Magel, Interim Vice President
Interim President for Academic Affairs

Dr. David Herbert, Interim Chair

Division of Education and Human Services

Enclosure(s)
Telephone (502) 227-6260 FAX (502) 227-6490 ' o;

Kentucky State University is an Equal Educational and Employment Opportunity/Af{firmative Action Institution.



Rejoinder To
Emergency Review of Certification Programs
Kentucky State University (KSU)
Elementary Education and Physical Education

INTRODUCTION

The Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) decided on May 20, 2002 that an on-
site review of the Kentucky State University Early Elementary Education and Physical Education
teaching certification plans be held in accordance with the EPSB Procedure for Emergency Review
of Certification Programs. Paul B. Woods, Chair of the Division of Education and Human Servic(es
at KSU, prepared and submitted a report to the EPSB which provided advance information to the on-
site review team. The on-site review was conducted on June 5, 2002 by Lynn Fitzgerald, Brenda
McGown, and Ann Walls representing the Board of Examiners (BOE) and Wendell Cave and Marilyn
Troupe representing the EPSB.

A draft report dated June 10, 2002 of the on-site review was received by then KSU President,
George Reid, on June 12, 2002. The draft report was shared with Kenoye Eke (then Vice President
for Academic Affairs), George Calhoun (Dean of the College of Professional Studies), and Paul
Woods (the late Chair of Education). Dean Calhoun arranged and chaired a meeting on June 18,
2002 during which the draft report was reviewed and discussed for the purpose of initiating a written
rejoinder. Attending the June 18" meeting were the following administrators, faculty, and staff
representing the College of Arts and Sciences, the Division of Education and Human Services, and
Academic Affairs:

Egbunam Amadife (Chair, Behavioral and Social Sciences)
Gwendoline Ayuninjam (Education) )

Fariba Bigdeli-Jahed (Chair, Mathematics and Sciences)
Ron Braden (Health and Physical Education)

Barbara Buck (Chair, Fine Arts)

Rebecca Buckner (Professional and Career Preparation)
George Calhoun (Dean, College of Professional Studies)
Kenoye Eke (Vice President for Academic Affairs)
David Herbert (Education)

Alvin Hickey (Education)

Pat Higgins (Education)

Reginald Nnazor (Education)

Sunday Obi (Education)

Carol Parks (Director of Testing)

JoAnne Rainey (Education) .

June Robinson (Health and Physical Education)

1



George Shields (Chair, Literature, Languages and Philosophy)
Jo Sloan (Health and Physical Education)

Betsy Waits (Registrars’ Office)

Paul Woods (Chair, Education and Human Services)

Dean Calhoun prepared a written summary of the June 18™ meeting which was shared electronically
with the above participants. Suggestions for changes and/or additions were submitted to the Dean
who revised the summary and again shared it with the participants. This process was repeated three
times. On July 24", Dean Calboun convened a meeting for the purpose of reviewing the work as of
that date.

Subsequently, another “draft” version of the rejoinder was written by a committee of three and this
“draft” was shared electronically on July 31¥ with all persons listed above. A final meeting was held
on August 1¥ for the purpose of reviewing the “draft” rejoinder. The followmg administrators,
faculty, and staff attended the meeting:

Paul Bibbins (Interim President)

Ron Braden (Health and Physical Education)

David Herbert (Education)

Pat Higgins (Education)

Terry Magel (Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs)
Reginald Nnazor (Education)

Sunday Obi (Education)

Carol Parks (Director of Testing)

JoAnne Rainey (Education)

George Shields (Chair, Literature, Languages and Philosophy)

Following the meeting, the rejoinder was finalized and edited and is hereby respectfully submitted to
the EPSB.

We believe this rejoinder will give you data, documentation, analysis and in general a far more
complete picture of the revisions and changes being made to the Teacher Education Programs at KSU
to properly prepare our teacher education students for certification requirements and a professional
teaching career.

We also wish to state that a vast majority of the information in the rejoinder has been put into
practice or was being studied at the time of the June 5™ on-site review. The June 5 report from
Chairperson Woods was for valid reasons hastily prepared by him and, therefore, did not include
many details about program changes. We believe this was due to his organizing and conducting a
PRAXIS IT workshop at KSU on June 4, 5, and 6. We also submit that the BOE team may have
received incomplete and possibly some inaccurate data due to the time conflicts created by PRAXIS
IT workshop attendance alongside simultaneous BOE interviews with faculty and students. We
believe this rejoinder will correct some misunderstandings and will demonstrate that we take the BOE

2
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Concerns with utmost seriousness. We respectfully invite the EPSB to conduct a follow-up on-site
review.

Brief Qutline of Rejoinder

The rejoinder contains a restatement of each of the 13 (a-m) questions and associated concerns listed
in the June 5* on-site review team report. The response to each question/concern is written in such
a manner to also address the recommendations (they are addressed individually in the response to
question “a”) and requests found in the June 5® on-site review team report. The rejoinder includes
some program changes/revisions for future consideration. These items are included in the anecdotal
response to each question and/or are listed as a separate topic.

a. Why is/are the PRAXIS (or state) pass rate(s) so low?
BOE Concerns

The program staff identifies the low achievement level at which students enter the university as a
primary factor for the low PRAXIS pass rate; yet, when asked how the program accommodates and
supports the immature learner, few specifics were supplied. The curriculum alignment process was
discussed but no documents resulting from the process were shared. The Teacher Education
Handbook delineates a multi-step process for admission to the teacher education program but many
students are presently taking higher-level education course work without having completed the
admissions process. ‘

BOE Recommendation:
1. The curriculum alignment process should continue and the implementation of the resulting

program changes should begin upon approval of the EPSB.

KSU Response

We clearly agree that the PRAXIS pass rates are far lower than the university desites. Here are the
things the university is going to do to address this with firm dedication and urgency:

The alignment process for the revised Education curriculum has been underway for 2% years and,
although it is nearing completion for this revised curriculum, we realize that the process will always
" be ongoing, as we fine tune our curriculum to meet the needs of our students. At first, the Education
Curriculum Committee that was formed in spring 2000 sought to align the current education
curriculum to meet the various standards (PRAXIS II, New Teacher Standards for Preparation and
Certification, NCATE). In summer 2001, however, the Committee realized that it needed to shift its
approach to curriculum reform. The Committee needed to move from attempting to align the current
. curriculum to significantly revising the curriculum to meet all standards. The challenge was clarified
as follows: “How do we get our students from here to mastery of teacher standards?’ The Education
faculty met several times that summer, as well as during the next fall and spring. At those marathon
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meetings, we clarified KSU's Teacher Standards (which include Kentucky’s nine New Teacher
Standards for Preparation and Certification, a 10™ standard pertaining to dispositions, and an 11
standard dealing with diversity) and we designed a revised curriculum, one that will meet the diverse
needs of our teacher candidates. The Dean of Arts and Sciences (A & S), the chairs of each A & S
program, and A & S faculty representatives on the Teacher Education Committee (TEC) were
involved in this lengthy process. The revised education curriculum was approved by the TEC in
spring 2002, well before the BOE team came to KSU for the Emergency Review of Certification
Programs on June 5, and it will be submitted to the EPSB in fall 2002. Immediately upon approval
by the EPSB, the Teacher Education unit will implement this revised curriculum. E. Terry Magel
(Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs) will monitor the implementation process. Anoverview
of the education curriculum is provided in Appendix A.

Draft matrices, which reflect the alignment of programs with relevant PRAXIS I exams, have been
created for Elementary Education and several programs from Arts and Sciences (A & S). Draft
matrices for Elementary Education, English, and Behavioral and Social Sciences are provided in
Appendices B, C, and D. The chair of the Education Curriculum Committee has served as an
informal liaison between the Teacher Eduication unit and the Arts and Sciences programs, as the dean,
chairs, and faculty have learned about PRAXIS II exams and the alignment process.

Work in Progress and Issues Under Consideration

It has become apparent that a strong spirit of collegiality and cooperation is necessary to revise
education curricula and to epsure communication between the Teacher Education unit and Arts and
Sciences programs. Each programin A & S has one or more representatives on the TEC. However,
since each program has its own tasks to accomplish, the importance of the PRAXIS II topics has not
always been understood within A & S. Therefore, A & S chairs are being asked to place an update
from each program's TEC representative on the agenda for each regular faculty meeting. In addition,
they are being asked to invite a representative from the Education faculty to speak at a program
faculty meeting early in fall 2002, so that all A & S chairs and faculty can enhance their own
understanding of the knowledge and skills reflected in the relevant TAG booklets, as well as the
teaching and assessment strategies that can lead students to success on the programs' PRAXIS II
exams. These efforts toward formalizing collaboration between Education and A & S will be
documented.

We realize that, upon admission, many of our students at KSU lack prerequisite knowledge and skills
for succeeding with college-level course work. Therefore, we plan to revise our curricular matrices,
in the Teacher Education unit as well as the education-related courses in each A & S program, to
include an additional column entitled “Pre-novice,” which will reflect remedial courses and programs
provided at KSU to guide students toward success.

BOE Recommendation:

2. The unit should strictly adhere to its standards for admission to the TEP. (See item g.) Nomore
than four professional education courses should be completed prior to the admission to the TEP.

4
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KSU Response

Standards for admission to the TEP are clearly stated and strictly followed. The standards are written
in the Kentucky State University Catalogue and the Teacher Education Handbook, and they are
known by all TEC faculty. No exceptions have been made for student admission to the TEP since
August 1999 (documentation is on file in the office of Gwen Ayuninjam, Hathaway Hall 201). The
result of exceptions prior to August 1999 is that students were enrolled in upper-level education
classes prior to admission to the TEP. Students in that category are “in the pipeline” and are among
those who have taken the PRAXIS II in recent years. For the past two years, the four courses open
to education majors not admitted to the TEP were EDU 221 (Human Growth: Life-Span
Development), EDU 294 (Introduction to Teaching), EDU 310 (Introduction to Exceptional
Education), and EDU 325 (Microcomputers and Media in the Classroom). Inthe revised curriculum,
the only three courses open to non-admitted students are EDU 202 (Foundations of Teaching ax}d
Education), EDU 221 (Child and Adolescent Development), and EDU 325 (Microcomputers and
Media in the Classroom).

We acknowledge that it is possible that students have found creative ways to enroll themselves in
courses without permission from their advisor or any other education faculty. Until now, course
instructors had no way of knowing if their students had or had not been admitted to the TEP.
Therefore, beginning in fall 2002 and every semester thereafter, a list of students admitted to the TEP
will be distributed to instructors of all education courses so that any student who has not been
admitted to the TEP can be dropped from any and all upper-level education courses.

Work in Progress and Issues Under Consideration

We are discussing possible ways to monitor the progress of students, once they are admitted to the
TEP. To be accepted into Supervised Teaching, students must have made a C or above in all upper-
level education courses and they must have a GPA of at least 2.5 (although we are considering
increasing the required GPA to 2.75 to match the requirement for admission to the TEP). In spring
2002, KSU's Vice President for Academic Affairs added a new requirement: Beginning spring 2003,
students must pass the PRAXIS I1 in their area of education to be admitted to Supervised Teaching.
We are considering options including updated training for all advisors of teacher candidates (in the
Teacher Education unit and all A & S programs) and the reassignment of faculty advisors.

BOE Recommendation:

3. Due to the “open access” policy of the university, many students are admitted with an ACT
score less than 21. The unit should not admit these students to the TEP without evidence that
they have acquired the basic skills necessary for university level learning.

KSU Response

No student is admitted to the TEP until all criteria are met, inchuding earning a score of at least 21
on the ACT or a passing score on the PRAXIS 1 exam (for further comments on “open access,” see

5
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KSU Response to item g, p. 13). No exceptions have been made to this policy since August 1999.

Because no limits are placed on how many times a student may take the ACT or PRAXIS I exam,
students are admitted to the TEP who have taken standardized achievement tests multiple times; in
an effort to reach the cut score. These students can be juniors or seniors who have taken all required
courses other than the upper-level education courses. We recognize two problems inherent in this
situation:

(1) How are these students passing college-level courses at KSU?

Raising expectations across the campus curriculum is a system-level problem that is being
addressed by the General Education Task Force, headed by Paul Bibbins, Dean of Arts
and Sciences (and Interim President), and Samuel Oleka, Dean of Whitney Young
College.

(2) Since these students had such trouble reaching a required score on the ACT or PRAXIS
I, they are at risk of failing the PRAXIS II exam.

'We are establishing means by which we can identify students who are at risk of academic
difficulties at college entry and/or at risk of problems meeting graduation/certification
criteria, as they progress through KSU's curricular requirements. This is a system-wide
challenge that lies at the heart of our current problems with students failing the PRAXIS
H exam. We are tackling this problem from many angles, which are described fully in our
responses to subsequent concerns written by the BOE. Our approach involves three
objectives: (1) to establish and utilize a computerized data management system to track
student progress; (2) to make relevant curricular, teaching, and assessment changes in
response to student needs; and (3) to provide systematic, easily accessed, academic
support (e.g., tutoring, mentoring) for students who demonstrate academic weaknesses.

Issues Under Consideration

We are aware that transfer students and students who have academic problems afier their freshman
year sometimes do not avail themselves of KSU's resources. We are communicating directly with the
directors of our campus support programs, who are grappling with this reality. In addition, we are
considering options for enhancing our communication with teacher candidates, both those who live
on campus and those who live off-campus, so that all students are informed of KSU's academic (and
social) resources. Two communication possibilities being considered are a student newsletter and
a Teacher Education unit list serve. We also will make a greater effort to advertise, mandate, and
document attendance at Education Majors Meetings. .

b. What commonalities exist among students in this program who have failed the PRAXIS
(or state) assessments?

)
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BOE Concerns

At the current time only anecdotal information can be used to determine commonalities among
students who do not pass the PRAXIS. There is no formal data analysis process in place to assess
strengths and weakness of the program or of the students.

KSU Response

In March of 2002, the unit (represented by Gwen Ayuninjam) initiated the development of a
comprehensive database from which commonalities and other trends can be identified. This project
is receiving technical support from the KSU Computer and Information Services (CIS) area, from
- which Wendy Dixon was appointed to develop the software program. The program has been
rewritten and revised several times as we identify new data to be added. We plan to begin entering
data from several already existing sources by August 15%. The database will contain the following
data for each student:

- demographic data (name, address, phone number(s), social security number, email address,
gender, ethnicity, etc.)

- KSU entry date

- semester hours completed and GPA

- major (certification area)

- TEP application and admission date(s)

- score on autobiographical writing

- score on impromptu writing

- clearance from Vice President for Student Affairs

- letter of recommendations (number received)

- results of oral interview

- grades for required professional courses for admission to TEP

- ACT score(s) and/or PRAXIS 11 score(s)

- PRAXIS II score(s)

- detailed score information from page 4 of PRAXIS II score reports

- date of admission to supervised teaching :

- graduation date :

Other data fields may be added as they are identified. Specific reports will be identified and generated
to aid curriculum revisions/adjustments, to assist faculty in determining course content and writing
syllabi, and assist students and faculty in preparing for the PRAXIS II. Reports will be circulated to
faculty as needed for study and discussion.

The above database will be explained to the TEC and approval will be formally requested at the
August, 2002 TEC meeting.
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¢. What is being done to provide remedial help for students who fail the assessment?

BOE Concerns

Remedial assistance appears very piecemeal. Those students who seck assistance receive it. Those
who take the initiative to request supplemental PRAXIS materials receive them. Some faculty
members single out students who need remediation and provide additional experiences for them.
Many students are not aware of the various PRAXIS resources available to them. The unit lacks a
system that identifies all students who need remediation and then designs an individual program,
which will enable their future success on PRAXIS exam.

KSU Response

. We are putting in place a more systematic and proactive approach to providing remedial help fo
students who fail the PRAXIS IT exam. Under the arrangement, units in Arts and Sciences,
Communication Skills Center (CSC), Testing Services, and the Student National Education
Association (SNEA) at KSU will collaborate with the Teacher Education unit to provide remedial
services routinely, proactively and on demand. The role of each participating unit, center or office in
providing remediation for PRAXIS I will be clearly defined. '

Students who take the PRAXIS II exam are now required, whether they pass or fail, to turn in a copy
of the test score report to the Teacher Education unit. Test scores will be analyzed to identify each
student’s strengths and weaknesses. The information will help to better guide the Teacher Education
unit, i collaboration with Arts and Sciences, as well as pertinent centers and offices, to provide
individualized, targeted and general remedial intervention. Also, test score analyses may well suggest
PRAXIS 11 topics not adequately addressed or taught at all, and accordingly may suggest the units
that are responsible.

A two-credit course on PRAXIS II to be offered in two parts and in two consecutive semesters in
the junior year is being developed. The first semester of the course will mainly focus on enhancing
students’ knowledge in Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT). The first semester of the course
will also address academic and professional disposition and culture, study skills, test-taking skills, and
time management skills. The second semester of the course will be devoted to addressing content in
students’ area of concentration in relation to PRAXIS II specialty test and related test-taking skills.
Students who fail the PRAXIS 11 exam will be required to enroll in or audit either one or both of the
two-sequence PRAXIS courses.

There is now a palpably beightened awareness about PRAXIS I among education students. The
awarepess goes beyond how their performance on the test would impact their aspiration to be
teachers or what their performance would suggest about the quality and stature of the KSU Teacher
Education program. It includes where and how they can access PRAXIS Il-related resources on
campus and on the Internet. This awareness has been largely generated through a number of actions
taken by the Teacher Education unit and the KSU leadership, such as PRAXIS II focused workshops,
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advisement, faculty-stadent class interaction, announcements, majors meetings, the provision oflinks
to PRAXIS Il resources on the University website, and the provision of resources in the library, CSC
and the Education Computer lab. To further enhance awareness about PRAXIS I1, and improve
communication among and between students and the Teacher Education unit, the unit is considering
disseminating program information updates, upcoming events, and deadlines electronically to all
students through a list serve to be maintained by the unit office. To complement the list serve medium
and the existing practice of posting information on the bulletin board by the unit office, a unit
newsletter is also being considered.

The Teacher Education unit is considering using peer mentoring as a strategy for providing PRAXIS
remedial assistance. The Student National Education Association (SNEA) on campus is being
considered as a potentially effective organizational vehicle for pursuing PRAXIS-related peer
mentoring. The unit will encourage SNEA leadership to develop a proposal on PRAXIS II peer
mentoring to be considered by the Teacher Education Committee.

d) How are students advised regarding their entrance into and successful completion of the
certification program(s), including their need to pass the PRAXIS (or state) assessment(s).
(NCATE Standard I) '

BOE Concerns

There is inconsistency in advising of candidates that is many times dependent on the candidate’s own
mitiative. Off campus/non-traditional students are left out of the equation if they do not have a home
computer or fail to see posted announcements. It was stated numerous times that “open access” is
part of the university’s mission. KSU serves the first-generation college student from a low
socioeconomic stratum that possesses insufficient basic skills to begin college careers. Yet there was
no evidence demonstrating that the university is providing mentoring support to incoming freshmen
or education candidates to assist them in adjusting to the culture of a university campus. In fact, there
are education students who are continuing to pursue certification after as much as five to nine years
in the program.

KSU Response

All students at KSU are assigned an advisor. The advisor is usually not from the faculty of the Early
Elementary Education (EEE) and/or Physical Education Teaching (PET) until they declare either as
amajor. Prior to declaring EEE and/or PET majors, the students receive guidance and advisement
per KSU general advising procedures. When a student declares EEE or PET as their major, he/she
is appointed a new advisor from the EEE or PET faculty. The advisor informs the student of all of
the requirements (as found in the Teacher Education Handbook [Revised August, 2002]) which peed
to be satisfied to earn the degree. The student’s progress is monitored and a course guide sheet is
kept up-to-date. The new (8/ 1/02) “Web for Faculty and Advisors” will improve and support the
advisor’s role. Students should see their advisor at least once per semester; however, this is not
currently required or monitored. We are searching for a solution to this problem.

9
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Students who do not maintain satisfactory progress toward a degree are identified. KSU provides
several support programs (descriptions follow) for students at academic risk and the programs are
explained during university orientation sessions and in the UNV 101 (University Orientation) course.

- All students who enter KSU with low ACT scores are enrolled in UNV 101 (University
Orientation). In this course, students are familiarized with campus resources, and they learn
skills associated with academic success.

- Based on low ACT subscores, entering students are identified as needing remedial course
work in English, math, and/or science. Enrollment in these courses is automatic and
mandatory and can mvolve an additional year of academic work.

- Entering freshmen with an ACT score below 19 in any subject area also are involved with
KSU’s First Year Experience (FYE), coordinated by Verlee Wilson. Their progress in every
course is monitored each week through report forms sent by Juanita Burrell to faculty each
Thursday. They are included in learning communities, coordinated by Dylan Smith, in which
they are mentored in groups by student mentors with GPAs of 3.0 or above.

-  Throughaprogramentitled Peers Empowering Peers (PEP), students are mentored in specific
subject areas (e.g., math, foreign [anguages, biology, computer science) by student tutors who
have GPAs of 3.0 or above. PEP tutoring is available to all students. ’

- KSU also provides academic tutoring in literacy skills by an adult staff of professionals
through the Communication Skills Center (CSC), directed by Sue Stamper. Students may
refer themselves to the CSC at any time. Inaddition, referrals may come from faculty through
regular class assignments ( most commonly in English classes), assigned clinical hours (i.e.,
teacher education classes), or in response to problems noted in the reading and/or writing
skills of individual students.

A meeting of all education majors (all certification areas) is held once each semester. It is a required
meeting and an attendance record is maintained. The process for admission to TEP, admission to
Supervised Teaching, and the process for acquiring teacher certification (including the PRAXIS II
requirements) are reviewed. The above items are also discussed in professional education courses.

Issues Under Consideration

The Teacher Education unit will study the possibility of developing a newsletter to be shared with
students and faculty. Ane-mail list serve may be developed to provide information to students in a
timely manner. The scheduling of the meetings for all education majors will be studied to find a more
amenable time for students and faculty. The possible use of public school teachers and/or professors
as mentors will be studied as well.

e. How are courses aligned with the PRAXIS II (or other state). assessments and the Kentucky
Board of Education’s Core Curriculum?

10
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BOE Concerns

The implementation of revised Elementary Education courses/program cannot begin until these are
approved by both the University’s Teacher Education Committee (TEC) and the EPSB. Therefore
students will not benefit from these proposed changes for at least another semester. There is also a
concern about the fact that peither the Elementary Education nor the Physical Education Programs
have completed a matrix, or another PRAXIS Il content alignment process, prior to the course
rewriting process. Therefore, it is possible that the evaluation of the PRAXIS I content alignment
may result in the need for additional course content revisions and repeated processing through all
approval groups on campus and at the EPSB.

KSU Response

Course changes in the Teacher Education unit were approved by the TEC in spring 2002. The
courses comprise the revised curriculum in Elementary Education, which is aligned with KSU's 11
Teacher Standards. A draft matrix reflecting the curriculum's global alignment with PRAXIS II
content categories, as listed in the TAG booklet for Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction,
and Assessment (0011), has been completed and is provided in Appendix B. Moreover, two
comprehensive matrices are being created collaboratively with A & S faculty. One addresses the
Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment exam and the other targets the
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades K-6 exam (0522). These two matrices, which align
each specific topic listed under each content category with KSU courses, will be presented to the
TEC in August 2002. When the alignment process is totally understood and approved by the TEC,
the fully aligned and revised Teacher Education curriculum will be submitted to the EPSB. We
expect this to occur in fall 2002.

Chairs of and TEC representatives from Arts and Sciences programs pertaining to each area in which
KSU offers teacher preparation are going through similar processes. They are working diligently with
the chair of the Education Curriculum Committee to revise their curricula to align with KSU's
Teacher Standards and PRAXIS II topics and to develop alignment matrices that reflect such
alignment. The affected programs are Art (P-12), Biology (8-12), English (8-12), Mathematics (8-
12), Physical Education (P-12), and Social Studies (8-12). Changes in A & S courses must be
approved by the Faculty Senate Curriculum Committee and then the Faculty Senate, a process that
takes longer than approval of Education changes by the TEC. Two programs that have almost
completed this process are English (George Shields, Chair) and Behavioral and Social Sciences
(Egbunam Amadife, Chair). Matrices for those programs are provided in Appendix C and Appendix
D.

Although new and significantly altered education courses cannot be offered this fall, all TEC faculty
will be oriented to the revised education curriculum and its alignments with KSU's Teacher Standards
and PRAXIS II exams. Faculty will align their courses with the KSU Teacher Standards, which are
aligned with PRAXIS I topics, and they will design assessment measures for their courses that will
provide students practice with higher-order multiple choice and restricted response items such as
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those found in PRAXIS II exams. A workshop in authentic assessment will be presented to KSU
faculty by Teacher Education unit faculty at the Fall Faculty Institute in August 2002.

Once the revised curriculum has been approved by the EPSB, muiltiple efforts will be made to
familiarize students and faculty with the changes. An Education Majors Meeting will be held during
which students will be oriented to changes in the curriculum, so they will know what to expect in
spring 2003. A PowerPomt presentation has been designed to help this effort. In addition, course
syllabi will continue to be made available to any student or faculty member who wish to peruse them;
they are kept m Blazer Library, as well as in a binder in the Education office. Course objectives
(aligned with KSU's Teacher Standards), content, schedule, field experiences, and assessment
procedures are required to be inchuded in each syllabus.

Work in Progress and Issues Under Consideration

i

Education faculty members are aware that we need to communicate with each other more effectively
about the courses we teach. The Teacher Education unit faculty plan to meet before students return
for fall 2002 classes to discuss changes we each need to make to ensure that our courses do, in fact,
cover the standards and topics reflected in our matrices. We also plan to share ideas about teaching’
and assessment strategies that will promote the learning of our students. In particular, we will work
on individual accountability for documenting the level at which our students demonstrate the
knowledge, skills, and dispositions assigned to any course we teach. A format for such accountability
is provided in Appendix E. We also plan to design a new syllabus congruence checklist that includes
this information. Following the Teacher Education unit meetings, suggested changes and strategies
will be shared with TEC representatives.

f. How are students prepared to take the PRAXIS II (or other state) assessments? (NCATE
Standards 1 & 2)

BOE Concerns

The Education Department does not have a comprehensive database system that can provide
information for use in monitoring candidate’s performance and managing and improving programs.
Candidates that are most assertive and aggressive in achieving their educational goals receive the
most support. Participants in the PRAXIS IT Workshop reported that it was beneficial, but wished
it had been held earlier and more frequently. The Education Department does not have a plan that
ensures that students who are experiencing difficulty receive needed assistance. Communications
between candidates and faculty appears to be inconsistent.

KSU Response
An electronic database of students’ performance and progress is being developed (see b) in

collaboration with Computer and Information Services. When completed, the database will facilitate
monitoring of students’ progress and program effectiveness. Nevertheless, the Teacher Education unit
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has taken a number of significant steps toward ensuring that students are well prepared. The
,curriculum is being aligned with KSU Teacher Standards. Also, courses are being aligned with
PRAXIS I content categories. As already noted in this Rejoinder, a draft matrix depicting the
alignment of the content categories with courses has been completed. A matrix showing the alignment
of courses with each PRAXIS II topic is almost completed. A draft of the topic-course alignment
matrix will be presented to the TEC in August 2002 for approval.

In addition, the Teacher Education unit is instituting a more holistic and sustainable arrangement for
preparing students to take PRAXIS I (see €). PRAXIS IT workshops are being held more frequently
on campus for students and faculty. A variety of PRAXIS-related resources are provided in the library
and computer lab for student and faculty use.

Students are being increasingly sensitized through a variety of faculty-led, unit-led, and Universits
leadership-led strategies to appreciate the importance of PRAXIS II for their careers and for the KS
Teacher Education Program. The unit has identified the general lack, among students, of a strong
sense of personal responsibility for their studies as one of the factors adversely affecting students’
performance on PRAXIS 1I. In response, the unit has identified “Disposition” as one of the eleven
KSU Teacher Standards. The unit utilizes every opportunity — courses, majors meetings, and
workshops — to emphasize the need for students to develop appropriate professional and personal
dispositions. .

A two-credit, two consecutive semester course on PRAXIS I is being developed. The first semester
of the course will seek to enhance students’ knowledge in PRAXIS Il Principles of Learning and
Teaching (PLT). It will also address professional disposition, study habits, test-taking skills, and time
management skills. In the second semester, the course will focus mainly on addressing topics in
candidates’ arcas of concentration as listed in the PRAXIS II Test-At- A-Glance. The use of peer
mentoring is also being considered by the unit as a strategy for preparing students for PRAXIS 1I.

g) What are the entrance requirements for the certification program(s)?

BOE Concerns

The University has an “open access” policy. Many Education students take the ACT numerous times
in order to achieve the required score of 21. Students have been allowed to complete some/all of the
Professional Education Course requirements other than student teaching while attempting to meet

the ACT requirement.

While a GPA 0f2.75 is required for admission into the Teacher Education Program, a GPA of 2.5
is the requirement for admission to student teaching.

The Teacher Education Handbook was last revised in 1999 and contains incorrect and/or conflicting
information regarding admission requirements, and procedures.

13
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The Untversity Administration can overturn decisions of the TEC.

KSU Response

The BOE was wise to place ““open access’ policy” in scare quotes. Strictly speaking, KSU has
selective standards for the unconditional admission of students. However, many students enroll at
KSU under conditional admissions standards, and thus, as a matter of practice, we are largely
functioning as an open access institution.

Students may declare a major in a KSU teacher education certification program at any time. They
are admitted to the Teacher Education Program (TEP) only afler meeting the requirements for
admission as listed in the KSU Catalogue and the Teacher Education Handbook (Revised June,
1999). The entrance requirements are carefully monitored and the data for each applicant is
presented to the TEC for approval. Students who do not meet the requirements are not admitted’
They may apply again in succeeding semesters.

Students will not be permitted to enroll in courses having a TEP admission prerequisite. This will be
monitored, effective with the fall semester of 2002, by comparing the class lists available on the
Faculty Web for Faculty and Advisors with a list of students who have been admitted to the TEC.
Students who have not been admitted to the TEP will be dropped from the courses.

Three members of the TEC were placed (in May of 2002) on a committee to prepare a DRAFT of
a revised Teacher Education Handbook incorporating the changes/revisions approved by the TEC
and/or being discussed by the TEC. The committee has met many times since May of 2002 and the
DRAFT is nearly completed. It will be presented to the TEC in August of 2002 for review,
discussion, revision, and approval. The DRAFT includes a revised requirement increasing the GPA
for Supervised Teaching to 2.75.

Work in Progress and Issues Under Consideration

The TEC will study the KSU Policy Manuals, the Faculty Handbook, and other pertinent material to
learn details relevant to the current regulations which allow the administrative changing of TEC
decisions. Thus, the TEC will develop a written review of policy and a proposal which clearly insists
that TEP admission decisions of the TEC will be final and will not be overturned by the KSU
administration.

h) How many students have been admitted to the certification program(s) for each of the last

five years, and how many have successfully completed the program(s) for the same time
period?

14
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BOE Concerns
The current system for data collections and analysis is inadequate and does not provide sufficient

information regarding numbers of students admitted to the Program, completion rates, or follow-up
information on those who retake the PRAXIS examinations.

KSU Response

The data on the number of admissions to the TEP and the pumber of program completers are being
compiled via a newly designed database (see the response to question “b” in this document). The
data will be collected and analyzed beginning with fall 1999 students. Data prior to that date are
almost nonexistent.

The database will include all students, since fall 1999, who have been approved for admission to TEP.
Reports for program completers and non-completers will be generated for analysis. In addition, the
Teacher Education unit will design a post-graduate survey instrument to be sent to program
completers to gather information on graduates’ transition to teaching.

The following table provides information about the pumber of graduates in EEE and PET for each
semester since fall 1999.

Semester # EEE graduates | # PET graduates
Spring 2002 10 1
Fall 2001 6 1
Spring 2001 9 3
Fall 2000 7 4
Spring 2000 10 7
Fall 1999 12 2

i) What have been the PRAXIS (or state) scores for program completers for the last five years
if available?

BOE Concerns

A pattern of low PRAXIS pass rates for elementary education has existed for two years. The pattern
for physical education has existed for the past five years. In addition, preliminary data provided by
KSU for the 2001-2002 Title 2 Report Card cohort offers little hope for improvement. To date, that .
data set lists 18 program completers as taking the tests and seven passing for an overall pass rate of
39 percent. However the data does not indicate if the students passed all the tests in a category, so
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the overall pass rate could be lower. That data also lists eleven as taking the elementary education
test and five passing, for a pass rate of 46 percent. KSU did not provide a breakdown for this cohort
for physical education.

KSU Response

The following tables are relative to the PRAXIS II data for the EEE and PET programs since fall
1999. The table is not complete due to data unavailability from either ETS or students, although Phil
Rogers and the EPSB have voluntarily searched their ETS data bank for each KSU graduate. For
example, a student was on our list of names submitted to the EPSB but there were no data returned
from EPSB on her passing or not passing the PRAXIS II. The student identified has since been
contacted by a KSU faculty member to learn she did pass the PRAXIS 11 and she forwarded a copy
of the score report to the Teacher Education unit. A second request for assistance from the EPSB
to review our data and acquire missing data will be made. Reports from the database will be
generated, studied, and appropriately shared.

The problem of missing data on PRAXIS II will be solved in the future by tracking student
tegistration for taking the PRAXIS II and requiring a complete copy of each score report prior to
approval for Supervised Teaching. The PRAXIS II passing rate for spring 2003 and thereafter will
be 100% as those students will be required to pass the PRAXIS II as part of the requirement for
approval by the TEC for Supervised Teaching.

Semester # of EEE # for whom we # passing Y%
Graduates have PRAXIS data PRAXIS I
Spring 2002 10 8 5 63
Fall 2001 6 6 4 67
Spring 2001 9 ' 9 7 78
Fall 2000 7 7 2 29
Spring 2000 10 10 6 60
Fall 1999 12 11 8 73
16
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Semester #PET # for whom we # passing % # passing Y%
Graduates | have PRAXIS data | both tests one test

Spring 2002 1 1 1 100 - -
Fall 2001 1 1 0 0 1 100
Spring 2001 3 3 3 100 - -
Fall 2000 3 0 - - - -
Spring 2000 7 A 5 5 100 - -
Fall 1999 2 2 2 100 - -

i

We believe the PRAXIS II passing rate for students taking the test will improve considerably due to
the program changes/revisions described through this Rejoinder. The incomplete data for fall 2003
students suggests this is happening as 3 of 4 EEE majors have passed and 1 of 1 PET majors passed
on the first attempt. We will continue to seek missing and/or current data. Reports will be generated
for review and discussion by appropriate faculty members. :

i- What field experiences are provided in the program (s)?

BOE Concerns

e Other than lists of students participating in field experiences, arranged by course and
instructor, for 2000-2001 and 2001-2002, limited information cohceming field experiences
was available.

¢ A system for monitoring each student’s placement to ensure a variety of settings and/or -
experiences with diverse student populations was not evidenced by materials provided for the
Vvisit. :

¢ Course work, field experiences, portfolio development, and PRAXIS requirements are
perceived as related activities rather than integral parts of a whole.

KSU Response

Within the unit, field experiences are clearly understood to be integral to the curriculum. Field
experiences are deliberately designed by unit faculty to serve as opportunities for pursuing, outside
the classroom, course objectives which in turn speak to KSU Teacher Standards. Typically within the
unit, course syllabi and the Teacher Education Handbook clearly underscore the mportance of field
experience, and spell out requirements. Besides, students are routinely required to turn in written
accounts of their field experiences, including their reflections on the experiences, to course
wstructors. Students are also required to file a copy of each field experience account or log in their
portfolio. Copies of syllabi, reflection guidelines, and students’ work are available upon request.
When the electronic database that is being developed is completed and is in use, it will facilitate the
storage and retrieval of data pertaining to students’ field experience.

69 14



Work in Progress

We recognize that previous efforts at monitoring student field experiences has not been adequate.
In response, the TEC will now be required to study and closely monitor database and other records
of student progress in the area of field experience and will ensure that students are placed in a variety
of student population settings (effective fall 2002). The TEC will provide systematic oversight and
will communicate specific field placement recommendations in writing to TEP faculty and
admunistrators.

K) What faculty (e.g., number, qualifications, full-time/part-time) are assigned to the
program(s) and what professional development is provided for them?

BOE Concern ' /
Lack of implementation of a database to collect information used to drive decision-making.

KSU Response

See Appendix F for a complete list of faculty data.

Professional Development (PD) for education faculty needs to be based on student needs. Our
student and faculty databases will be utilized to create reports, which will reflect strengths,
weaknesses, and trends in students' knowledge and skills. These reports will be circulated to faculty
members of the TEC, and follow-up discussions will be held to determine which faculty can most
benefit from need PD in identified areas.

At this time, we have identified a need among faculty and administrators for more familiarity with
assessment strategies and data management/analysis techniques. To meet that need, representatives
have attended two recent events. On June 20-22, Egbunam Amadife (Behavioral and Social Sciences
chair), Barbara Buck (Fine Arts chair), Ashok Kumar (Computer and Technical Sciences chair),
James Obielodan (School of Business faculty), JoAnne Rainey (Teacher Education faculty), and
Bennie Robinson (Social Work and Criminal Justice chair) were assigned by Kenoye Eke to attend
the Assessment Conference of the American Association for Higher Education (AAHE) in Boston.
A plethora of assessment information and techniques were available at the conference. One week
later, on June 28, Kenoye Eke (then Vice President for Academic Affairs), George Calhoun (Dean
of the College of Professional Studies), and Gwendolyn Ayuninjam (Teacher Education faculty)
attended a meeting hosted by Phil Rogers (EPSB) on “Meeting the Accountability Challenge” at
Georgetown College. Michael L. Walker and Bill R. Foster provided information on their design for
student data management in a university setting. Other opportunities to learn about assessment and
data management will be taken as they become available.

The Center for Innovation, Teaching, Learning, and Assessment (CITLA) has been created as a
resource for all KSU faculty. Workshops on a variety of topics pertaining to teaching and learning
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are offered throughout each semester. Workshops on student assessment have been offered and will
be offered again. CITLA is very responsive to requests from faculty for workshop topics.

Issues Under Consideration

As at other university settings, faculty and administrators at KSU need to share the knowledge and
skills they gain through Professional Development. Strategies toward achieving this goal are being
discussed. In addition, all TEC faculty need to become familiar with the new data management
system being set up by the Teacher Education unit faculty. We hope that training sessions can be
provided early in fall 2002. An overall accountability procedure needs to be designed and
implemented, one that tracks students from admission to the TEP through the first few years as
professionals that can lead to identified areas of need for professional development.

L What financial resources support the program(s)?

BOE Concern

. The education departméni budget has increased significantly over the past five fiscal years, and at the
same time PRAXIS test scores for the two programs reviewed have continued to remain low or
decrease. In addition, the number of people being served by the education department continues to

fall.

KSU Response

The total budget for Education has increased from $243,375 for FY 1998 to $668,125 for FY 2002.
The financial resources are being used to enhance the quality of the Teacher Education Program, as
well as to support short, medium and long-term initiatives designed to improve PRAXIS II test
results significantly.

m) What will be done to improve the PRAXIS (or state) assessment pass rate(s) so that at least
70 percent of program completers are successful, and what will be the time frame within
which this will be accomplished? (NCATE Standard 1)

BOE Concerns

The BOE team was given three different possible dates for implementing the requirement that all
students must pass PRAXIS II before they are allowed to do student teaching: Fall 2002, Spring
2003, or Fall 2003. There did not appear to be a coordinated comprehensive plan with time lines for
addressing the unique needs of their students. The Unit does not appear to be following their
Continuous Assessment Plan as approved by the EPSB. The unit and university faculty do not appear
to be engaged in scholarly research methods that would assist in identifying the predictors of student
success.
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KSU Response

Students who will serve as Supervised Teachers in fall 2002 were required to have taken the PLT
exam and to have taken (not necessarily to have passed) the PRAXIS II exam for their specialty area.
Students who will be accepted to Supervised Teaching for spring 2003 will have taken and passed

“both the PLT and the applicable PRAXIS II exam at specified levels. Therefore, by May 2003, 100%
of KSU graduates in teacher education will have passed their required PRAXIS II exams. The
actions outlined in this rejoinder are designed to facilitate this accomplishment for all teacher
education majors.

Issues Under Consideration

It is predicted that requiring all Supervised Teachers to pass PRAXIS II exams prior to the semester
of their Supervised Teaching will have an adverse effect on recruitment and retention in the Teacher
Education unit. Although this will be remedied over time, as the unit regains its reputation for
excellence, this could present a problem for a few years. We will need to direct efforts to reduce the
negative impact on the number of program completers, our resources, and our Teacher Education

Program.

20

)0 | | |9



CONCLUSION

It appears to be the will of the Commonwealth of Kentucky that all Kentuckians desiring to further
their education should have access to a post-secondary program, even though they may currently be
under-prepared to succeed with college-level studies. Kentucky State University is proud to provide
such access, a stance avoided by most other institutions. Our challenge, then, is to provide the
support students require to gain the knowledge needed to earn an undergraduate degree and embark
upon successful careers. '

Kentucky State University’s Teacher Education program strongly supports the mission of our
university. We routinely work with students who, upon admission to the university, do not exhibit
the knowledge, skills, or dispositions needed to succeed with college-level work. In this rejoinder
to the Emergency Review of our Elementary Education and Physical Education programs, we have
outlined how we support our students in their preparation for carecrs as teachers — how we help therh
to “get from here to there.” We have no argument with either the “here,” that is, accepting under-
prepared students into the university, even if not into the Teacher Education program, or the “there,”
that is, requiring students to pass a standardized exam to be certified to teach in a Kentucky public
school. We respectfully assert that the policies and actions outlined herein will accomplish that
mission, and we ask that the BOE team visit our Teacher Education unit to view any documentation
deemed necessary. '
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Appendix A
Revised Curriculum: Elementary Education

If Needed:

The following courses are required of students who need extra work in basic academics. None of

them contribute toward degree requirements.

BIO 099: Fundamentals of Biology or CHE 099: Introductory Chemistry (3 hrs.) required for
students who are pre-college curriculum (PCC) deficient in science (i.e., did not pass 3
years of high school science)

ENG 088: Reading (3 hrs.) required for students who scored <15 on ACT Reading Composite

ENG 089: Paragraph Composition (3 hrs.) required for students who scored <15 on ACT English
Composite

ENG 099: Essay Composition (3 hrs.) required for students following ENG 089 and students who
scored 16-18 on ACT English Composite '

MAT 099: Fundamentals of Algebra (3 hrs.) required for students who are PCC deficient in math
(i.e., did not pass high school Algebra I, Algebra I, and Geometry) or scored <19 on
ACT Mathematics Composite and did not pass the in-house math placement exam

Liberal Studies Requirements (53 hrs)
previously 56-57 hrs.
ART 130: Introduction to Art or MUS 130: Introduction to Music (3 hrs.)
BIO 101: Life Science (3 hrs.)
ECO 200: Survey of Economics or POS 101: American Government (3 hrs.)
ENG 101: English Composition I (3 hrs.) prerequisite for all EDU courses
ENG 102: English Composition II (3 hrs.) prerequisite for all EDU courses
ENG 211: Introduction to Literature (3 hrs.)
foreign language 1 (3 hrs.) SPA 101: Elementary Spanish I recommended
foreign language 1I (3 hrs.) SPA 102: Elementary Spanish II recommended
HIS 103: Western Civilization (3 hrs.) '
IGS 200: Foundations of Cultures (3 hrs.)
IGS 201: Convergence of Cultures (3 hrs.)
IGS 30 : Studies in... a specific culture (3 hrs.)
IGS 300: Search for New Forms of Culture (3 hrs.)
MAT 111: Contemporary Mathematics (3 hrs.)
PHE 260: Materials & Methods in Teaching Elem. Phys. Ed. Activities (2 hrs.) HED 221 and
PHE 258, 259, or 260 were previously required '
PHS 201: Physical Science (3 hrs) required, despite other options given in Liberal Studies
PSY 200: General Psychology or SOC 203: Principles of Sociology (3 hrs.)
SPE 103: Interpersonal Communication (3 brs.)

Generalist Concentration/Specialty Requirements (33 hrs.)
previously 22 hrs. Related Studies + 21 hrs. Specialty Area, 6 of which could be satisfied
by Liberal Studies requirements = 37-43 hrs.

ART 101: Elementary Art (3-hrs.)

ENG 260: Children's Literature (3 hrs.)
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ENG __: new reading/writing course being designed for teacher candidates (3 hrs.)
ENG __:to be determined (3 hrs.)

FNU 203: Nutrition & Health for the Growing Years (2 hrs.)

HIS 201: U.S. History to 1865 (3 hrs.)

MAT 103: Foundations of Mathematics (3 hrs.)

MAT 104: Foundations of Mathematics II (3 hrs.)

MAT 205: Mathematical Problem Solving (3 hrs) new course

MUE 333: Fundamentals of Music for Elementary Teachers (3 brs.)

PHS 202: Physical Sciences II (new requirement; 3 hrs.)

Professional Education Requirements (42 hrs.)
previously 46 hrs.

EDU 202: Foundations of Teaching & Education (3 hrs.; C or above required prior to admission
to TEP; new prerequisites: C or above in ENG 101 and ENG 102) replaces EDU 294: 7
Introduction to Teaching and EDU 324: Foundations of Education

EDU 221: Child & Adolescent Development (3 hrs.; C or above required prior to admission to
TEP; new prerequisites: C or above in ENG 101 and ENG 102) formerly Human Growth:
Life Span Development

EDU 310: Introduction to Exceptional Education (3 hrs.) may no longer be taken prior to
admission to TEP

EDU 312: Teaching Elementary Reading (3 hrs) formerly Teaching Early Elementary Reading

EDU 325: Microcomputers & Media in the Classroom (3 brs.) may be taken prior to admission to
TEP

EDU 402: Educational Assessment & Evaluation (3 hrs.) formerly Theories of Learning and
Assessment ‘

EDU 403: Classroom & Leaming Management (3 hrs.) new course

EDU 405: Teaching Elementary Social Studies & Communication Skills (3 hrs.) replaces EDU
313: Teaching Language Arts in Early Elementary School and EDU 314: Teaching Social
Studies in Early Elementary School ’

EDU 407: Literacy Assessment and Intervention strategies (3 hrs.) new course

EDU 423: Teaching Elementary Mathematics & Science (3 hrs.) formerly Teaching Mathematics
and Science in Early Elementary School

EDU 474: Supervised Teaching in Elementary Education (12 hrs.) formerly Supervised Teaching
in Early Elementary Education

Total Reé;uired Semester Hours = 128
previously 139-146 hrs.
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Appendix F

Faculty Data
Faculty FTI/PT Highest Degree
Elementalj; Educﬁtion
Ayuninjam, Gwen FT MAT.
Herbert, David FT Ed.D.
Hickey, Alvin FT Ed.D.
Higgins, Patricia FT EdD.
Nnazor, Reginald FT Ph.D. ‘
Obi, Sunday FT Ed.D. N
Rainey, Jo Anne FT Ph.D.
Walston, Herman FT Ed.D.
Woods, Paul FT Ph.D.
Hensk:y, Mary Jane PT M.S.
Nickel, Linda PT M.A.
Obi, Stephanie PT M.A.
Physical Education
Cockley, Tom FT Ph.D.
Robinson, June FT M.A.
Sloan, Jo FT Ph.D.
Grabam, William PT M.A.
Braden, Ron PT M.A.
Secondary Education
Bator, John PT Ph.D.
Bennett, Charles PT Ph.D.
Moseley, John PT Ph.D.
Pearson, Patricia PT Ph.D.
Seals, Alvin PT M.A.
Shelton, Roosevelt PT Ph.D.
Trammell, Sandra PT MA.T.
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